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MEMORANDUM
F OR : SEC. EDGARDO J. ANGARA
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FROM : MA. CONCEPCION C. LIZADA
Acling Diteclor, Bureau ol Agriculture and FFishetries Product
Slandards
R = : Dioxin Contamination in Belyium

On 07 June 1999 BAFPS held initial discussions with BAL NMIC and the Bureau of Food
and Drugs of the DOl on the dioxin contamination in the food chain in Belyium,
Inforimalion obtained by BAI through the Office of the Agticultural Altaché in Brussels,
the Belgian Meat Board and the Royal Netheilands Emibassy inclhude the following:

1. I January 19-26, 1999 VERKEST, a elgian company, sold mixtures of dioxin-
contaminaled industriial oil and animal oil as animal oil lo at feast 10 Belylan
fead mitis, and 1 feed mill each in France and the Netherfands. Genmany is
also believed to have been supplied with contaminated feeds.

2. Atotal of 430 poultry farms, 640 pig farms and 60 catile farms was supplied
with contaminated feeds.

3. The Belgian government was first informed aboul the contaminalion in Maich,
but the recall of chicken and eggs was made moie than a imonth laler. Measures
have been laken to conlain the hann resulting from the conlamination i pork.
The Belglan Meal Board has described he situation for chicken as “more
serfous”. The Belgian goveinmenl has advised ils cilizens againsl conswmption
of such products as mayonnalse, pasta and cakhes.

4. The Nelherlands has piohibited all impoits of callle, pigs, poullry and their
products from Belgium. France has slopped all impotls of poulliy and eygs from
Belyium and ordered the withdiawal of these producls from relail shelves.

5. Tor this year, the Philippines has recorded tolal impoits of 3, 246 MT and 2,734
MT of beef and pork, respectively, from Delyium, the Nelhertands, France and
Getmany. This year we imported a telalively simall voluime (51 MT) poultiy meat
only froe the Netherlands.
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Pl;i!ip{)ine tmooils of Belgian preparalions of cereals, flour, starch or mill totaled
021 MT and 77 MT in 1997 and 1990, respectively. We have no slalistics for the
cuirént year.

7. In 1997 and 1998, Delgian feed impotts into the country amounted 1o 3,732 MT
and 2,383 MT, respeclively.
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The Office of Agricullural Alfairs of tho US embassy has fuinished BDAFPS a copy of
the press release Dhom the USDA Food Safely and Inspeclion Service (I-SIS)
announcing the holding of all imports form the [EU of chicken and poik, as well as
products conlaining chicken and poik,  FGIS is teviewing impuils since January 1o
determine if additional aclion is needed.

The Japanese embassy has fumished information fiom the Ministry of IHeallh thal
government instructions on impoils of chicken, beef, porl, egys, millk and processed
food conlaining more than 2 % eggs from Belgium and France have been issued.
Similar instiuctions cover chicken and potk meat from the Netheilands. lmpotls in
fransil are to be held al customs. The privale sector has been instiucled to relrain from

selling the above products thal have enteied the Japanese matkel since 15 January
1999.

Aller considering the above developments, and lhe highly carcinogenic, teralogenic
and persistenl nature of dioxin, the meeling of the BAl, NMIC, LDC, MDA, BIPl convened
by BAFI'S loday, reconunends the following: '

1. suspension of impoils of feeds, meat and meatl products, eggs, milk and milk
produclts, as well as processed foods conlaining the same from Belgiuim, France,
the Netherlands and Genmany;

2. issuance of import permils for the above producls originaling from olher EU
countries only upon cetlification by the duly authorized velerinary officer in the
expotling country that the product is free liom dioxin conlaminalion;

3. holding of all above-mentioned products originaling from any U country shipped
piior o the promulgalion of this order, and release of such producls only upon
issuance of a cerlification tha! they are {iee liom dioxin contaminalion,

4. spot-checking of cerlified shipments through the SGS al the expense of the
expoiler or the slaughterhouse, availing of the agreement entered into belween
this company and the Belgian goveinment,

5.

implementation of measures to enable at leasl one laboralory o monitor dioxin
levels in the producls of concein; and

G. the crealion of an ad hoc commitles consisting ol concerned DA agencies, the

Department of Trade and Industry, the Bueau of Food and Drugs of the DOH,
representatives from the piivate seclor and academe lo consider the foreyoing

recommendations and olher ineasures o guard againsi the hazard posed by
dioxin-contaminated products

For your informalion and consideration,
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